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CHEMICAL REACTIONS     T-5

PHENOMENA, DRIVING QUESTIONS AND STORYLINE
CHEMICAL REACTIONS

This unit explores the anchoring phenomenon: Chemical reactions can be used to solve problems but 
can also create problems. Examples explored include combining certain substances releases a gas, com-
bining certain substances releases energy (such thermal energy, light, electricity), and combining certain 
liquids results in a color change or formation of a solid. Students generate and answer questions such as:  
What happens when new materials are formed? How do particles combine into new substances? How can 
chemical reactions solve and create problems?
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NGSS AND COMMON CORE

T-6    CHEMICAL REACTIONS

PHENOMENA, DRIVING QUESTIONS AND STORYLINE
CHEMICAL REACTIONS (continued)
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CHEMICAL REACTIONS     T-7

PHENOMENA, DRIVING QUESTIONS AND STORYLINE
CHEMICAL REACTIONS (continued)
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