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CHEMISTRY OF MATERIALS     T-7

PHENOMENA, DRIVING QUESTIONS AND STORYLINE
CHEMISTRY OF MATERIALS

This unit explores the anchoring phenomenon: Different materials have different properties, and these 
properties affect their usefulness and impact on the environment. Examples explored include properties 
of plastic, glass, and metal drink containers and water bottles, and the varied properties and uses of 
plastics in thousands of everyday objects. Students generate and answer questions such as: How do the 
particle structures of materials vary? How do these structures determine the properties of materials?  
How do the properties of materials affect their usefulness and impact on the environment?
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PHENOMENA, DRIVING QUESTIONS AND STORYLINE
CHEMISTRY OF MATERIALS (continued)
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