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PHENOMENA, DRIVING QUESTIONS AND STORYLINE
SOLAR SYSTEM AND BEYOND

This unit explores the related anchoring phenomena: There are a variety of objects in space, there are patterns 
of changes in the positions of these objects in the sky, and technology has played a critical role in obtaining 
evidence about these objects. Examples explored include the fact that objects in space can be categorized 
based on their characteristics and apparent motion, phases of the moon, seasons and changes in the day-
night cycle, solar and lunar eclipses, evidence gathered from telescopes and other instruments as well as 
from piloted and unpiloted space missions. Students generate and answer questions such as: What causes 
the patterns of motion of objects in space? What causes a solar or lunar eclipse? How can we use technology, 
either from Earth or space missions, to understand space objects and how they appear to move through space?
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